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peaks are used to estimate the time offsets of the corresponding signals, giving 
sufficient independent timing measurements (three in this case) to compute a position 
fix. 

5 If the peak 601 corresponding to the signals from Node B 203 is too weak to be 
resolved, a further Iteration could be undertaken in which the signals from Node B 
202 could be subtracted to yield a second residual signal (Figure 7). There is a clear 
correlation peak 701 at a delay of approximately 7 chips as expected. 

10 In the prior art method of EP 01306115.5 discussed above, the assumption is made 
that the signal received at the terminal is a simple sum of the transmitted signals 
attenuated, phase rotated and delayed by the individual path lengths between 
transmitter and receiver. In a more complex system in which the transmission channel 
has incorporated non-linear effects, multi-path and noise, the transmitted signal is 

15 further degraded by these effects making the edges of the waveform less clearly 
defined in time. This process we have called a 'blurring' of the signal. When 
attempting to cancel a blurred signal, the process of subtracting only a simply scaled, 
delayed and phase rotated copy of the signal recorded by one sampling device from 
the signal received at the terminal may not remove the contribution from the 

20 transmitter associated with the one sampling device accurately enough. The present 
invention therefore provides improved methods which remove more accurately the 
contribution of the signals from the transmitter associated with the one sampling 
device from the signals received at the terminal by creating an equivalently 'blurred' 
estimate of the signal recorded at the terminal. 
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This process requires the creation of short sections of the recorded and sampled 
baseband representations of the signal to be used in the method. We have called 
such a section of data 'a section of the representation of the signal' in the following 
description. 



A first aspect of the invention therefore provides a method of finding the time offset 
between signals transmitted by at least one of a plurality of transmitters of a 
communications network and received by a receiver attached to a terminal, the 
method comprising the steps of 
35 (a) creating at the terminal a section of a representation of the signals from the 

transmitters received by the receiver; 
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(b) creating a first section of a representation of the signal transmitted by a 
first of said transmitters, and creating a second section of a representation of 
the signal transmitted by a second of said transmitters, each of which sections 
overlaps in time with the section created at the terminal; 
5 (c) calculating a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal from the 

first transmitter using a first function dependent on the first section and the 
section created at the terminal in step (a); 

(d) creating a blurred terminal section using a second function dependent on 
the first section and the section created at the terminal in step (a); 
10 (e) subtracting the blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 

produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) estimating the time offset between the blurred residual representation and 
the second section. 



15 Preferably, the first function, which is used to create the blurred estimate, is a 
convolution of the first section of a representation of the signal transmitted by a first of 
said transmitters (the 'first section') with a cross-correlation of the section of a 
representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver (the 
•terminal section') and the first section. The above cross-correlation is preferably a 

20 windowed cross-correlation created by enhancing the significant components of the 
cross-correlation function. 

Similarly, the second function, which is used to create the blurred terminal section, is 
a convolution of the terminal section with the auto-correlation profile of the first 
25 section. 

Preferably, the blurred residual representation is cross-correlated with the second 
section of a representation of the signal transmitted by a second of said transmitters 
(the 'second section') to estimate the time offset. 

30 

Preferably, the first and second sections are created at the respective first and 
second transmitters, but they may be created elsewhere. They may be created in 
one or more sampling devices attached to the respective transmitters or located 
elsewhere, or they may be created by computer programs running anywhere in the 
35 communications network, or elsewhere, using information supplied from the network 
about the transmitted signals. 
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The various signal representation sections may be sent to one or more computing 
devices in which said estimates and time offsets, and a terminal location estimate, 
may be calculated. In some embodiments, the time offset between said section of a 
representation of the signals received by the receiver and said first section may first 
5 be calculated, and may then be used in the calculation of said terminal location 
estimate. The time offset between said section of a representation of the signals 
received by the receiver and said first section may be calculated using said sections 
or it may be calculated by other means, for example by calculating the time offset of a 
known component of the signal such as a pilot code. The time offset between said 
10 blurred residual representation and said second section may be calculated using said 
second section or it may be calculated by other means, for example by using a known 
component of the signal such as a pilot code. 



The present invention thus overcomes the hearability problem by, for example, using 
15 a separate sampling device for each transmitter which sends to a computing device a 
representation of the signals transmitted only by that transmitter, by performing a 
cross-correlation of the representation sent back by the mobile terminal with the 
representation sent back by the sampling device associated with one of the 
transmitters to estimate the time offset between them, and by subtracting a blurred 
20 estimate of that signal from a blurred representation sent back by the mobile terminal, 
in order to reduce its effect on the remaining signals as far as possible. The cross- 
correlation and blurred subtraction steps may be iterated until no useful signals 
remain to be extracted. Simulations show that this provides a greater hearability gain 
than the straight subtraction method of the prior art of EP 01306115.5 while 
* 25 maintaining the advantages over IP-DL. 



In some systems, the hearability problem may be solved simply by subtracting a 
blurred estimate of the signals received from just one transmitter, usually the 
brightest, from a blurred representation of the signals received at the terminal leaving 
30 a blurred residual representation in which the time offsets of the pilot codes, blurred 
pilot codes or any other known portions of the transmitted signals, may be 
determined. 



Thus a second aspect of the invention therefore provides a method of finding the time 
35 offset relative to a reference within the terminal of a component of a signal transmitted 
by one of a plurality of transmitters of a communications network and received by a 
receiver attached to a terminal, the method comprising the steps of 
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(a) creating at the terminal a section of a representation of the signals from the 
transmitters received by the receiver (a "terminal section"); 

(b) creating a section of a representation of the signal transmitted by an other 
transmitter (a "transmitter section"), which section overlaps in time with the 
section created at the terminal; 

(c) calculating a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal from the 
other transmitter using a first function dependent on the transmitter section 
and the terminal section; 

(d) creating a blurred terminal section using a second function dependent on 
the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

(e) subtracting the blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) estimating the time offset between the blurred residual representation and 
the signal component. 

Preferably, the first function, which is used to create the blurred estimate, is a 
convolution of the transmitter section with a cross-correlation of the terminal section 
and the transmitter section. This cross-correlation is preferably a windowed cross- 
correlation created by enhancing the significant components of the cross-correlation 
function. 

Similarly, the second function, which is used to create the blurred terminal section, is 
a convolution of the terminal section with the auto-correlation profile of the transmitter 
section. 

The known components of the transmitted signals in the second aspect of the 
invention may, for example, be the pilot codes. Before the time offset is estimated the 
known signal components may be blurred by convolution with another function. 

In both the first and the second aspects of the invention, the section of the 
representation of the signals received by the receiver at the terminal may be recorded 
in the terminal before being sent to a computing device. Alternatively, the section 
may be transferred in real time to the computing device and a recording made there. 

Preferably, the section of the representation of the signals transmitted by a transmitter 
is created at that transmitter, but it may be created elsewhere. It may be created in a 
sampling device attached to the transmitter or located elsewhere, or it may be created 
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by a computer program running anywhere in the communications network, or 
elsewhere, using information supplied from the network about the transmitted signals. 
The calculations may be earned out in a computing device which may be in the 
handset or elsewhere, for example, a processor connected to the network. 



The terminal may be a part of a positioning system, for example as described in any 
of EP-A-0767594, WO-A-9730360, AU-B-716647 EP-B-0303371 , US-A-6094168 and 
EP-A-1 025453 and may be a fixed device associated with a transmitter (for example, 
the 'fixed receiver* or 'Location Measurement Unit, LMU'), whose purpose is to 
10 receive signals from distant transmitters as well as from its associated transmitter, in 
which case the method of the invention includes the estimation of and subtraction of 
the signals from its associated transmitter in order to allow it to measure the time 
offsets of the signals received from distant transmitters. 

15 The representation of the signals received by the receiver attached to the terminal 
may be a digitised version of the received signals converted first to baseband in the 
receiver. The representation of the signals transmitted by a transmitter may be a 
digitised version of the transmitted signals converted first to baseband. 

20 In order to ensure an overlap of the respective sections, a suitably chosen component 
of the transmitted signals may be used to indicate the start of sampling. 

The invention also includes apparatus including a processing means arranged to 
carry out the method of the first or second aspects of the invention described above. 



The apparatus for carrying out the first aspect of the invention may comprise 

(a) processing means arranged to create at the terminal a section of a 
representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver; 

(b) processing means arranged to create a first section of a representation of 
30 the signal transmitted by a first of said transmitters, and to create a second section of 

a representation of the signal transmitted by a second of said transmitters, each of 
which sections overlaps in time with the section created at the terminal; 

(c) processing means arranged to calculate a blurred estimate of the signal 
received at the terminal from the first transmitter using a first function dependent on 

35 the first section and the section created at the terminal in step (a); 
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(d) processing means arranged to create a blurred terminal section using a 
second function dependent on the first section and the section created at the terminal 
in step (a); 

(e) processing means arranged to subtract the blurred estimate from the 
5 blurred terminal section to produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) processing means arranged to estimate the time offset between the blurred 
residual representation and the second section. 

The apparatus for carrying out the second aspect of the invention, for finding the time 
1 0 offset relative to a reference within the terminal of a component of a signal transmitted 
by one of a plurality of transmitters of a communications network and received by a 
receiver attached to a terminal, may comprise 

(a) processing means arranged to create at the terminal a section of a 
representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver (a 

15 "terminal section"); 

(b) processing means arranged to create a section of a representation of the 
signal transmitted by an other transmitter (a "transmitter section"); 

(c) processing means arranged to calculate a blurred estimate of the signal 
received at the terminal from the other transmitter using a first function dependent on 

20 the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

(d) processing means arranged to create a blurred terminal section using a 
second function dependent on the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

(e) processing means arranged to subtract the blurred estimate from the 
blurred terminal section to produce a blurred residual representation; and 

25 (f) processing means arranged to estimate the time offset between the blurred 

residual representation and the signal component. 

The apparatus may be disposed in a handset or other terminal of a 
telecommunications network. 

30 

The invention also includes a communications network for carrying out the first aspect 
of the invention, the network comprising 

(a) a computing device or devices; 

(b) a terminal having a radio receiver attached to the terminal, means for creating 
35 a section of a representation of the signals, received by the radio receiver, 

from the transmitters of the communications network, and means for sending 
the section to the computing device or devices; 
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(c) sampling devices associated with respective first and second of said 
transmitters for creating respective first and second sections of 
representations of the signal transmitted by the respective transmitter which 
overlap in time with the section created at the terminal, and for sending the 
5 sections of the representations created at said transmitters to said computing 

device or devices; 
the computing device or devices being adapted to perform 

1 a calculation of a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal from 
the first transmitter using a first function dependent on the first section and the 

1 0 section created at the terminal; 

2 a calculation of a blurred terminal section using a second function dependent 
on the first section and the section created at the terminal; 

3 a subtraction of said blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; 

15 4 a calculation of the time offset between the blurred residual representation 
and said second section. 



A calculation of the position of the terminal may be made using said time offset. 

20 The invention also includes a communications network for carrying out the second 
aspect of the invention, for finding the time offset relative to a reference within the 
terminal of a component of a signal transmitted by one of a plurality of transmitters of 
a communications network and received by a receiver attached to a terminal, the 
network comprising 
• 25 (a) a computing device or devices; 

(b) a terminal having a radio receiver attached to the terminal, means for creating 
a section of a representation of the signals, received by the radio receiver, 
from the transmitters of the communications network (a "terminal section"), 
and means for sending the section to the computing device or devices; 
30 (c) a sampling device associated with an other transmitter for creating a section of 
a representation of the signal transmitted by the other transmitter (a 
"transmitter section") which overlaps in time with the section created at the 
terminal, and for sending the section of the representations created at the 
other transmitter to said computing device or devices; 
35 the computing device or devices being adapted to perform 
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1 a calculation of a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal 
from the other transmitter using a first function dependent on the 
transmitter section and the terminal section; 

2 a calculation of a blurred terminal section using a second function 
5 dependent on the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

3 a subtraction of said blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; 

4 a calculation of the time offset between the blurred residual representation 
and the signal component 
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A calculation of the position of the terminal may be made using said time offset. 



The E-OTD positioning systems described generally above work with unsynchronised 
networks, i.e. any common component of the signals transmitted by any one 

1 5 transmitter is not synchronised in time with the transmission of that component by any 
other of the transmitters, but instead is transmitted after an unknown time delay, 
sometimes called the Relative Transmission Delay (RTD). The position calculation 
requires that this delay is known, and so the positioning systems employ fixed 
receivers at known locations throughout the network which are set up to measure the 

20 transmitted signals and compute the RTDs. It has been described above how the 
hearability problem hinders the straightforward application of the E-OTD techniques 
to direct-sequence CDMA systems. However, the second aspect of the present 
invention overcomes the hearability problem by allowing the very strong signals from 
a local transmitter to be subtracted from the signals received by the fixed receiver, 

25 thus allowing the much weaker signals from the distant transmitters to be measured. 
The method of application of E-OTD to CDMA systems then follows that described, 
for example, in our EP-A-1 025453. 

The invention also includes one or more computing devices in which the calculations 
30 described herein above are made. 

The means for carrying out the calculations in the computing device or devices may 
be components of hardware and/or software. 

35 Therefore, the invention includes a computer program or programs having computer 
program code means for carrying out the steps performed in the computing device or 
devices as described above. 
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1 . A method of finding the time offset between signals transmitted by at least one 
of a plurality of transmitters of a communications network and received by a receiver 
attached to a terminal, the method comprising the steps of 

(a) creating at the terminal a section of a representation of the signals from the 
transmitters received by the receiver; ^ 

(b) creating a first section of a representation of the signal transmitted by a 
first of said transmitters, and creating a second section of a representation of 
the signal transmitted by a second of said transmitters, each of which sections 
overlaps in time with the section created at the terminal; 

(c) calculating a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal from the 
first transmitter using a first function dependent on the first section and the 
section created at the terminal in step (a); 

(d) creating a blurred terminal section using a second function dependent on 
the first section and the section created at the terminal in step (a); 

(e) subtracting the blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) estimating the time offset between the blurred residual representation and 
the second section. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the first function, which is used to 
create the blurred estimate, is a convolution of the first section of a representation of 
the signal transmitted by a first of said transmitters (the 'first section') with a cross- 
correlation of the section of a representation of the signals from the transmitters 
received by the receiver (the 'terminal section 1 ) and the first section. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the cross-correlation is a windowed 
cross-correlation created by enhancing the significant components of the cross- 
correlation function. 

4. A method according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the second function, 
which is used to create the blurred terminal section, is a convolution of the terminal 
section with the auto-correlation profile of the first section. 

5. A method according to any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the blurred residual 
representation is cross-correlated with the second section of a representation of the 
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signal transmitted by a second of said transmitters (the 'second section 1 ) to estimate 
the time offset. 

6. A method according to any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the first and second 
5 sections are created at the respective first and second transmitters. 

7. A method according to any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the first and second 
sections are created in one or more sampling devices attached to the respective 
transmitters or located elsewhere. 
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8. A method according to any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the first and second 
sections are created by computer programs running anywhere in the communications 
network, or elsewhere, using information supplied from the network about the 
transmitted signals. 



9. A method of finding the time offset relative to a reference within the terminal of 
a component of a signal transmitted by one of a plurality of transmitters of a 
communications network and received by a receiver attached to a terminal, the 
method comprising the steps of 
20 (a) creating at the terminal a section of a representation of the signals from the 

transmitters received by the receiver (a "terminal section"); 

(b) creating a section of a representation of the signal transmitted by an other 

transmitter (a "transmitter section"), which section overlaps in time with the 

section created at the terminal; 
25 (c) calculating a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal from the 

other transmitter using a first function dependent on the transmitter section 

and the terminal section; 

(d) creating a blurred terminal section using a second function dependent on 
the transmitter section and the terminal section; 
30 (e) subtracting the blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 

produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) estimating the time offset between the blurred residual representation and 
the signal component. 

35 10. A method according to claim 9, wherein the first function, which is used to 
create the blurred estimate, is a convolution of the transmitter section with a cross- 
correlation of the terminal section and the transmitter section. 
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11. A method according to claim 10, wherein the cross-correlation is a windowed 
cross-correlation created by enhancing the significant components of the cross- 
correlation function. 

5 

12. A method according to any of claims 9 to 11, wherein the second function, 
which is used to create the blurred terminal section, is a convolution of the terminal 
section with the auto-correlation profile of the transmitter section. 

10 13. A method according to any of claims 9 to 12, wherein the known components 
of the transmitted signals in the second aspect of the invention are pilot codes. 

14. A method according to any of claims 9 to 1 3, wherein, before the time offset is 
estimated, the known signal components are blurred by convolution with another 

15 function. 

15. A method according to any of claims 9 to 14, wherein the section of the 
representation of the signals transmitted by a transmitter is created at that transmitter. 

20 16. A method according to any of claims 9 to 14, wherein the section of the 
representation of the signals transmitted by a transmitter is created in one or more 
sampling devices attached to the respective transmitters or located elsewhere. 

17. A method according to any of claims 9 to 14, wherein the section of the 
25 representation of the signals transmitted by a transmitter is created by a computer 

program running anywhere in the communications network, or elsewhere, using 
information supplied from the network about the transmitted signals. 

18. A method according to any of claims 1 to 14, wherein the section of the 
30 representation of the signals received by the receiver at the terminal is recorded in 

the terminal before being sent to a computing device. 

19. A method according to any of claims 1 to 14, wherein the section of the 
representation of the signals received by the receiver at the terminal is transferred in 

35 real time to the computing device and a recording made there. 
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20. A method according to any of claims 1 to 19, wherein the representation of the 
signals received by the receiver attached to the terminal may be a digitised version of 
the received signals converted first to baseband in the receiver. 

5 21 . A method according to any of claims 1 to 20, wherein the representation of the 
signals transmitted by a transmitter may be a digitised version of the transmitted 
signals converted first to baseband. 

22. Apparatus including a processing means arranged to carry out the method of 
10 any of claims 1 to 21 . 

23. Apparatus for finding the time offset between signals transmitted by at least 
one of a plurality of transmitters of a communications network and received by a 
receiver attached to a terminal, the apparatus comprising 

15 (a) processing means arranged to create at the terminal a section of a 

representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver; 

(b) processing means arranged to create a first section of a representation of 
the signal transmitted by a first of said transmitters, and to create a second section of 
a representation of the signal transmitted by a second of said transmitters, each of 

20 which sections overlaps in time with the section created at the terminal; 

(c) processing means arranged to calculate a blurred estimate of the signal 
received at the terminal from the first transmitter using a first function dependent on 
the first section and the section created at the terminal in (a) above; 

(d) processing means arranged to create a blurred terminal section using a 
25 second function dependent on the first section and the section created at the terminal 

in (a) above; 

(e) processing means arranged to subtract the blurred estimate from the 
blurred terminal section to produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) processing means arranged to estimate the time offset between the blurred 
30 residual representation and the second section. 

24. Apparatus for finding the time offset relative to a reference within the terminal 
of a component of a signal transmitted by one of a plurality of transmitters of a 
communications network and received by a receiver attached to a terminal, the 
35 apparatus comprising 
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(a) processing means arranged to create at the terminal a section of a 
representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver (a 
"terminal section''); 

(b) processing means arranged to create a section of a representation of the 
5 signal transmitted by an other transmitter (a "transmitter section"); 

(c) processing means arranged to calculate a blurred estimate of the signal 
received at the terminal from the other transmitter using a first function dependent on 
the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

(d) processing means arranged to create a blurred terminal section using a 
10 second function dependent on the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

(e) processing means arranged to subtract the blurred estimate from the 
blurred terminal section to produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(f) processing means arranged to estimate the time offset between the blurred 
residual representation and the signal component. 

15 

25. A telecommunications terminal including apparatus for finding the time offset 
between signals transmitted by at least one of a plurality of transmitters of a 
communications network and received by a receiver attached to a terminal, the 
apparatus comprising 

20 (a) processing means arranged to create at the terminal a section of a 

representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver; 

(b) processing means arranged to calculate a blurred estimate of the signal 
received at the terminal from the first transmitter using a first function dependent on 
the section created at the terminal in (a) above and a first section of a representation 

25 of the signal transmitted by a first of said transmitters which overlaps in time with the 
section created at the terminal and which is sent to the terminal; 

(c) processing means arranged to create a blurred terminal section using a 
second function dependent on the first section and the section created at the terminal 
in (a) above; 

30 (d) processing means arranged to subtract the blurred estimate from the 

blurred terminal section to produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(e) processing means arranged to estimate the time offset between the blurred 
residual representation and a second section of a representation of the signal 
transmitted by a second of said transmitters which overlaps in time with the section 

35 created at the terminal and which is sent to the terminal. 
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26. A telecommunications terminal including apparatus for finding the time offset 
relative to a reference within the terminal of a component of a signal transmitted by 
one of a plurality of transmitters of a communications network and received by a 
receiver attached to a terminal, the apparatus comprising 
5 (a) processing means arranged to create at the terminal a section of a 

representation of the signals from the transmitters received by the receiver (a 

"terminal section"); 

(b) processing means arranged to calculate a blurred estimate of the signal 
received at the terminal from an other transmitter using a first function dependent on 

10 the terminal section and a section of a representation of the signal transmitted by the 
other transmitter (a "transmitter section") which is sent to the terminal; 

(c) processing means arranged to create a blurred terminal section using a 
second function dependent on the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

(d) processing means arranged to subtract the blurred estimate from the 
15 blurred terminal section to produce a blurred residual representation; and 

(e) processing means arranged to estimate the time offset between the blurred 
residual representation and the signal component. 

27. A communications network for finding the time offset between signals 
20 transmitted by at least one of a plurality of transmitters of a communications network 
and received by a receiver attached to a terminal, the network comprising 

(d) a computing device or devices; 

(e) a terminal having a radio receiver attached to the terminal, means for creating 
a section of a representation of the signals, received by the radio receiver, 

25 from the transmitters of the communications network, and means for sending 

the section to the computing device or devices; 

(f) sampling devices associated with respective first and second of said 
transmitters for creating respective first and second sections of 
representations of the signal transmitted by the respective transmitter which 

30 overlap in time with the section created at the terminal, and for sending the 

sections of the representations created at said transmitters to said computing 
device or devices; 
the computing device or devices being adapted to perform 

1 a calculation of a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal 
35 from the first transmitter using a first function dependent on the first 

section and the section created at the terminal; 
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2 a calculation of a blurred terminal section using a second function 
dependent on the first section and the section created at the terminal; 

3 a subtraction of said blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; 

4 a calculation of the time offset between the blurred residual representation 
and said second section. 

28. A communications network for finding the time offset relative to a reference 
within the terminal of a component of a signal transmitted by one of a plurality of 
transmitters of a communications network and received by a receiver attached to a 
terminal, the network comprising 

(d) a computing device or devices; 

(e) a terminal having a radio receiver attached to the terminal, means for creating 
a section of a representation of the signals, received by the radio receiver, 
from the transmitters of the communications network (a "terminal section"), 
and means for sending the section to the computing device or devices; 

(f) a sampling device associated with an other transmitter for creating a section of 
a representation of the signal transmitted by the other transmitter (a 
"transmitter section") which overlaps in time with the section created at the 
terminal, and for sending the section of the representations created at the 
other transmitter to said computing device or devices; 

the computing device or devices being adapted to perform 

1 a calculation of a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal 
from the other transmitter using a first function dependent on the 
transmitter section and the terminal section; 

2 a calculation of a blurred terminal section using a second function 
dependent on the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

3 a subtraction of said blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; 

4 a calculation of the time offset between the blurred residual representation 
and the signal component. 

29. A computing device or devices for use in a communications network 
comprising a terminal having a radio receiver attached to the terminal, means for 
creating a section of a representation of the signals, received by the radio receiver, 
from the transmitters of the communications network, and means for sending the 
section to the computing device or devices; and sampling devices associated with 
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respective first and second of said transmitters for creating respective first and 
second sections of representations of the signal transmitted by the respective 
transmitter which overlap in time with the section created at the terminal, and for 
sending the sections of the representations created at said transmitters to said 
5 computing device or devices, 

the computing device or devices being adapted to perform 

1 a calculation of a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal 
from the first transmitter using a first function dependent on the first 
section and the section created at the terminal; 
10 2 a calculation of a blurred terminal section using a second function 

dependent on the first section and the section created at the terminal; 

3 a subtraction of said blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; 

4 a calculation of the time offset between the blurred residual representation 
15 and said second section. 

30. A computing device or devices for use in a communications network 
comprising a terminal having a radio receiver attached to the terminal, means for 
creating a section of a representation of the signals, received by the radio receiver, 

20 from the transmitters of the communications network (a "terminal section"), and 
means for sending the section to the computing device or devices; and a sampling 
device associated with an other transmitter for creating a section of a representation 
of the signal transmitted by the other transmitter (a "transmitter section") which 
overlaps in time with the section created at the terminal, and for sending the section 

25 of the representations created at the other transmitter to said computing device or 
devices, 

the computing device or devices being adapted to perform 

1 a calculation of a blurred estimate of the signal received at the terminal 
from the other transmitter using a first function dependent on the 

30 transmitter section and the terminal section; 

2 a calculation of a blurred terminal section using a second function 
dependent on the transmitter section and the terminal section; 

3 a subtraction of said blurred estimate from the blurred terminal section to 
produce a blurred residual representation; 

35 43 calculation of the time offset between the blurred residual representation 

and the signal component. 
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31 . A computer program or programs comprising computer program code means 
adapted to perform the steps of the computing device of claim 29. 

32. A computer program or programs comprising computer program code means 
5 adapted to. perform the steps of the computing device of claim 30. 

33. A method of calculating the position of a mobile terminal in a communications 
network which includes the method of any of claims 1 to 21 . 
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